
Remembering every family we met on the Pediatric 
BMT unit at the university, I knew that none of us had hope 
without donors. Then to talk about bone marrow and not 
to talk about cord blood and blood product donation was 
not an option. And then the pink dot came into the picture. 
Something I had on my driver’s license from the moment I 
could have it at 18.  

We met the Lawson family at the Ronald McDonald house 
in Minneapolis, where 2-year-old Dominik was waiting for a 
kidney. Because he rejected his mother’s kidney last May, 
there was only 3 percent of the population that would be a 
match for Dom. Our 21-year-old daughter, Mary, was that 
match. And on May 21, Mary donated her kidney to Dom, 
giving him a new chance for life.

Join us in our efforts to educate and raise awareness as 
to how we can all “recycle our bodies” and “be a hero, by 
becoming a donor.” Our goal is to host Blood/Marrow/
Donate Life drives across the nation, starting right here in 
San Clemente. While we have already hosted more than a 
dozen drives in SC, with a population of almost 70,000, we 
have many more to go to spread the word.  If your busi-
ness, church, organization, club or school would like to get 
involved with hosting and/or funding a drive, we would love 
to work with you.  

Contact Gina at ginacinsc@aol.com or call 949.842.9975. 
To follow Evan’s journey visit caringbridge.org/visit/
evancousineau.
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Do you want a Target in San Clemente?

SC Times Online Reader Poll

Make sure to sound off each week on the “SC Times Poll of 
the Week” at www.sanclementetimes.com. Then go to our 
community Message Board and share your opinions. 
www.sanclementetimes.com. Bookmark it today!
The SC Times Online Reader Polls are not scientific and do not reflect the opinion of the SC Times. 

GUEST OPINION

Yes.

66%

By Gina Cousineau

No.

24%

How Our Village (by the Sea) 
Keeps Evan’s Memory Alive

Thinking Out Loud 
Rebecca Nordquist

I don’t care.

10%

t is finally time to give out huge thanks to our San Cle-
mente for supporting our family through Evan’s illness, 
passing and now our family’s amazing journey because 

of his short, vibrant life with us. Our community was there 
for us then and continues to embrace our efforts to “save 
lives in honor of Evan.” When I tell Evan’s story, it always 
begins with his seizure on April 30, 2007. The following day 
at CHOC we were told that our three-sport athlete had a 

metabolic genetic disease 
called Adrenoleukodys-
trophy and there was no 
treatment, no cure and 
that he would be dead in 
six to twelve months. That 
is how we went to sleep on 
May 1. But the following 
day they came to us and 
suggested going to the 

University of Minnesota, where they treat late-diagnosed 
ALD boys with bone marrow transplant, and from that mo-
ment on we had hope.  

When Evan died on November 2—the day before his and 
his twin sister Alaina’s 10th birthday—in Minnesota from 
post-transplant complications, I wasn’t sure how I was going 
to live this new life without Evan. Part of my very being had 
been ripped from my soul, and, although I knew I had no 
choice but to continue on because of my husband and three 
other children, I didn’t want to. When I left for Minnesota, 
we were on the “Fight for Evan, Stop ALD” campaign, and 
when we returned without him, I knew we had to do some-
thing really important to honor Evan. 

I

PLEASE NOTE: The opinions offered here are solely those of the guest 
columnist and may or may not be shared by the San Clemente Times staff. 
We appreciate, however, their willingness to share their views, and we invite 
responses to be sent to letters@sanclementetimes.com.

San Clemente Times, Vol. 3, Issue 30. Published weekly by San Clemente Times, LLC. Available free at locations throughout San Clemente. 
Copyright: No articles, illustrations, photographs, or other editorial matter or advertisements herein may be reproduced without written 
permission of the publisher. The publisher assumes no responsibility for return of unsolicited manuscripts, art, photos or negatives. 
For subscriptions, contact publisher for rates. Copyright 2008. All rights reserved. Printed in the USA.

Founder/Editor-in-Chief/Publisher

Norb Garrett
ngarrett@sanclementetimes.com

Editorial

Rebecca Nordquist, Editor
rebecca@sanclementetimes.com

Jonathan Volzke, Senior Editor
jvolzke@sanclementetimes.com

Jasmine Smith, Senior Graphic Designer
jsmith@sanclementetimes.com

Nathan Wright, Staff Reporter
nwright@sanclementetimes.com

Lacey Nadeau, Staff Reporter
lnadeau@sanclementetimes.com

Tawnee Prazak, Copy Editor
tprazak@sanclementetimes.com

Heidi Mefferd, Junior Graphic Designer
hmefferd@sanclementetimes.com

Advertising

Michele Reddick
Advertising Sales & Marketing Director
mreddick@sanclementetimes.com

Diane Di Marco
Advertising Sales Representative
ddimarco@sanclementetimes.com

Angela F.-Edwards
Business Directory Manager
aedwards@sanclementetimes.com

Operations

Lauralyn Loynes, Production & Circulation 
Director, Sales Representative
lloynes@sanclementetimes.com

Michael Reed, Finance Director
mreed@sanclementetimes.com

Alyssa Garrett, Billing/Office Manager
agarrett@sanclementetimes.com

Andrea Swayne, Circulation Coordinator
aswayne@sanclementetimes.com

Contributors 
Evan Gerdisch, Brian Ivie, Jeremiah Klein, 
Steve Netherby, Shelley Murphy, 
Bobby Nickel 

Special Thanks 
Bob Miller, George Mackin, 
Greg Cruse

Interns Amy Dempsey, Courtney Kan, 
Paulina Woods

34932 Calle del Sol, Suite B, Capistrano Beach, CA 92624
phone 949.388.7700  fax 949.388.9977  www.sanclementetimes.com

s I write our monthly business section (on page 6 
this week), I see a lot of businesses come and go. 
WestEdge Gallery, Auntie Dee’s Jerky Store, OC 

Dojo, San Clemente Cooking School: the list goes on. And 
each of the owners cites different reasons: retirement, a 
new opportunity, rent that’s gone too high or not enough 
sales. With the direction that the economy’s taking,  
I want to encourage you now more than ever to shop  
locally. A small sale can make a big difference for a  
mom-and-pop shop.

Many of our shops are owned by locals and are stocked 
with products made by locals. For instance, Terry Mur-
phy creates the cement turtles and mermaids covered in 
shells that are sold at Villa Cucina; Tina Johnson, owner 
of Punk Rock Lullaby, designs a line of baby clothes also 
available at Villa Cucina, and Brenda Kinsman makes 
some of the aprons that California Cove sells. There are 
vacuum, shoe and clock repair shops in town that remain 
some of the longest standing.

The next time you head out to run errands, take a 
second and think about where in San Clemente you can 
check off those items. It’s good for the local economy and 
good for the community overall.

A

Letters to the Editor
Our officers are on top of it! 

—Adam and Kim Crawford, San Clemente
I would like to make a public “thank you” to the Orange 

County Sheriff’s Department, San Clemente Police. Early 
Monday morning, July 21, we had an intruder in our 
home.  After chasing him out of our house we called 9-1-1 
and within minutes we had numerous police cars in the 
neighborhood. Our neighborhood has been experienc-
ing a series of burglaries over the last couple of months 
and we are all on edge. Minutes after leaving our home 
the sheriff’s officer called to say that they had found 
the individuals responsible and that they had found our 
belongings and various other items. It turns out that many 

of the items stolen a month ago were found and returned to 
our neighbors. They did such an amazing job catching them 
so quickly on Monday, and we are all grateful for their efforts. 
Their dedication to the safety and welfare of our city and its 
citizens should never be taken for granted. Thank you to all 
members of the Orange County Sheriff’s Department of  
San Clemente.

To submit a letter to the editor for possible inclusion in 
the paper, e-mail us at letters@sanclementetimes.com or 
send it to 34932 Calle del Sol, Suite B, Capistrano Beach, 
CA 92624. San Clemente Times reserves the right to edit 
reader-submitted letters for length.

Please join us the first Friday of every month 
for the SC Times Beachside Chat with Publisher 

Norb Garrett and Editor Rebecca Nordquist.
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